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O Week 2 Introduction

Last week we looked at:

« Administration; Duplicate play; Bridge ettiquette; & U3A Intermediate
Bridge (U3AIB) traditions.

« Hand evaluation; Opening bids; Responses to Opening 1NT;
Responses to Opening 1Suit.

Which did not cover responses to non-1~level openings.
In this session | want to cover:

« Making a plan; Showing Preference; Reverses; Fourth Suit Forcing;
Opening Leads; Frozen Suits; No Trump slams; Suited Slams +
Keycard Blackwood; ltalian Cue bids.

There is no way to cover everything about all these topics. You will
HAVE to study at home.

See  www.stocton.org/bridge.htm (No K in stocton.)
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Week 2X Administration

Recapping on a couple of things from last week
for those who missed it:

* Refreshment break - feel free to take cups to the tables but
DO NOT PLACE CUPS DIRECTLY ON THE CLOTHS.
Use a CD coaster or put it on the "chair being a mini table".

*U3AIB provides practice to everyone on completing travellers, so
there are four per board. They should end up identical. Ask HOW to
fill them in and HOW to check them if you don't know.

Last week, the boards got in a bit of a mess, but | think one table didn't
put the 4 travellers into each board. If you are the first to play a board,
you create the travellers. If subsequent, you add a row to the one's
already present.

Also one table only did one traveller. PLEASE do one each. You need
practice on completing them. You need to learn the scores for the
contracts and results. Fill it in and get the player to your left to check it.
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Week 2X Administration

* "Proper" bridge uses STOPs, ALERTs & ANNOUNCEMENTSs. Please
do these here (and anywhere else you play bridge, as good practice).

Also, since U3AIB is a teaching session, we all describe our
partner's bids (and some plays). In the possible event that the
description is wrong or disagrees with the bidder/player, then a full

discussion can result.

Note that you are describing what the bidding card means, not what
your partner has in his hand.

« When you take your cards from the board, put the traveller to one side
for now. Then count the hand face down. Let the director know if not

13 cards.

« The Opening leader chooses his lead and puts it FACE DOWN on the
table, saying "Any questions partner". If there are no questions or
other problems, THEN he turns it face up.
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Week 2X Hand Evaluation

Beginners are taught the "'Milton Work" Count", aka "high card points".

Experts then modify this in a hand-waving variety of ways. | have
endeavoured to create a methodology that approximates their hand-
waving ~ hltfaiu(s). This converts hcp into evaluated points "Pts".
h hcp The Milton Work Count. A=4 K=3 Q=2 J=1.
I length Add 1Pt per card over length 4 in a good suit.

If the suit is mediocre, only add 2Pt per card.

If "poor", add OPts per card.

t tens A ten is an honour if in a suit with any of AKQ J 9.
Add 2Pt per honour 10 for your first two.
f flat If a 4333 shape, ruffing and length opportunities won't

happen. Deduct 1Pt.

a aceless Ifthe hand has NO aces, deduct 1Pt.

i isolated  If 3 or 4 suits each have exactly 1 honour (including
honour 10s) deduct 1Pt. Ignore if 3 or 4 aces.

U unguarded If a suit is a singleton honour (not an ace),
deduct half its hcp value.
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Week 2X Hand Evaluation

hitfaiu(s) evaluation.

Once an 8-card fit is found with partner (and you aren't playing in NT),
add shortage points. Also reverse unguarded deductions in the fit suit.

If you 'own' the fit suit (generally you bid it first naturally), use the 123
scale. The owner is the one assumed to have the longer holding.

If your partner 'owns' the suit, use the 135 scale.

For the shortest two suits you have, that partner hasn't bid, add
3 / 5Pts for a LOSuit;
2 / 3Pts for a L1Suit;
1 /1Pt for a L2Suit.

Keep re-evaluating your hand to allow for changes caused by the
bidding so far.

hitf aius
h=hcp | = length t =tens f = flat
a = aceless | = isolated u = unguarded s = shortages
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Week 2 Making a Plan

Making a Plan

Bernard Magee has a freely available series of YouTube videos on this
topic:
Part 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q817zNt4Rbs
Part 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41VP-Yaykqg4
Part 3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5vqTybfKUo
Part 4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdgYXmO0OvoWKk
Part 5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r661tTy6PRo

| suggest that you try watching all 5 parts at home.
Each seminar lasts about 20 minutes and starts a few minutes in.

This presentation provides a summary.
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Week 2 Making a Plan

After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE before playing Dummy's first card.

A Aim Decide what you want to achieve - it will not always be
"the contract".

TT Top Tricks Count TT: A or AK or AKQ or AKQJ etc.

IT Increase Tricks (l use XT eXtra Tricks.) Work out what may
make XT and also how to make them.

WD Worry about Defence  What can go wrong. How to cope.

E Entries/Execution How to go about making your XT.
Maintaining control.

Then put it all together, before playing the first trick from dummy, as
a plan for 13 tricks.

The details here are for NT contracts.
Making a Plan in a Suit Contract is similar with a few tweaks.
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Week 2 Making a Plan

After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE.

A Aim Decide what you want to achieve - it will not always be
"the contract".

In Duplicate Teams bridge it will be "make the contract" with little
Interest in overtricks - especially not any that could go wrong.

In Duplicate Pairs bridge, it will be "get the highest score". Overtricks
are worth taking risks for. Sometimes a sacrificial bid will get a better
score for you than letting them make their contract.
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O Week 2 Making a Plan
After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE.
1T Top Tricks Count TT: A or AK or AKQ or AKQJ etc.

Determine what you can make "regardless". Obviously these Top
Tricks could be ruffed in a suit contract, but "plan” to avoid that.

An example:
{W} (6332) {E} (4432)
» K98 o AQ72 3 S:AKQ
v KQT65 v A982 3 H:AKQ
¢+ KJ8 ¢+ Q7 0 D:- (No Ace)
* KQ » AJ7 3 C:AKQ (JC is wasted)
OTT
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O Week 2 Making a Plan
After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE.

IT Increase Tricks (I use XT eXtra Tricks.) Work out how and
what may get XT.

Typically you can get eXira Tricks using some of:
Make [x] tricks at a cost of [-y] tricks.

Force / High Cards

¢+ KJ8 ¢+ Q7 Lose QD—AD, Win D:KJ [2][-1]

Length

» KQ6432 & J7 Lose JC—AC, [-1]
Win C:KQ as high cards, [2]

if split=3:2, C:AT985 are drawn, so C:643 win by length [3]

Technique

Finesse, Deep finesse, Squeeze, Endplay etc.
o AQ32 o 84  Finesse QS, 50% unless "info" [V2][-2]
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Week 2 Making a Plan
After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE.
WD Worry about Defence  What can go wrong.

Can the Defenders "hold up" playing their high card by ducking and cut
your hands off from each other?

What if the Defenders have an unbalanced split?
Eg not 3:2 but 4:1 or even 5:07
Will that adversely affect your length tricks?

And more...
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Week 2 Making a Plan
After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE.
E Entries/Execution How to go about making your XT.

To establish tricks in a long suit, you often have to lose tricks (or in a
suited contract, ruff in the other hand).

You need an entry for each loss and one more entry to take the
winners.

And more...
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Week 2 Making a Plan
After the opening lead is made and dummy is visible, Declarer should
make a plan with ATTITWDE before playing Dummy's first card.

A Aim Decide what you want to achieve - it will not always be
"the contract".

TT Top Tricks Count TT: A or AK or AKQ or AKQJ etc.

IT Increase Tricks (l use XT eXtra Tricks.) Work out what may
make XT and also how to make them.

WD Worry about Defence  What can go wrong. How to cope.

E Entries/Execution How to go about making your XT.
Maintaining control.

Then put it all together, before playing the first trick from dummy, as
a plan for 13 tricks.

Making a Plan in a Suit Contract is similar with a few tweaks.
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O Week 2 Showing Preference

Opener bids at the 1~level.
Responder has a weak hand that doesn't support Opener's suit.
So Opener tries a second suit showing L5+0Suit1, L4+OSuit2.

When there are still no fits (Responder L2-OSuit1, L3-OSuit2), then a
simple raise in one of Opener's suits says "l am weak and | think we
have a better chance in your suit that | have just bid".

Responder should bid whichever suit is JOINTLY longer, or Opener's
first suit if equal length.

If Opener's rebid is a REVERSE, it is forcing and Responder must bid
something.

If Opener's rebid is not a reverse, it is not forcing and Responder may
show preference for Opener's second suit by Passing.

(Reverses are covered on next slide.)
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O Week 2 Reverses

Imagine if: Opener bids at the 1~level.
Responder bids a new suit, Forcing once.
Opener bids a second suit.

Responder Shows Preference for the first suit, and to do so may have
to bid at the 3~level. Eg iD () 1S ()
2H () 3D

The 1S response is only showing 6+Pts, and so could be that weak.
If so, the bid of 3D is worryingly high!

The fix is the REVERSE.
1D shows 12..19Pts. Partition it as 12..15Pts and 16..19Ptis.

Opener should only REVERSE, (make a bid that forces Responder to
Show Preference at the 3~level), with 16..19Pts.

With 12..15Pts, Opener should just 1D () 1S ()
rebid his first suit. 2D () P
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O Week 2 Fourth Suit Forcing

Opener bids a suit.
Responder bids a new suit, Forcing once.
Opener bids a third suit.

A raise in the 4™ suit by Responder is Forcing once and does not show
that suit (little likelihood of it being the right suit to play in), it asks
Opener to describe his hand some more.

Opener responds (in order):

» Raise RSuit with L3+RSuit support;

» Bidding No Trumps with a stopper in the fourth suit,

 Raise the fourth suit with L4+FourthSuit,

» Make the most natural rebid possible, lacking any of the above.
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O Week 2 Opening Lead ~ Generalities

Longer suits are usually more valuable than medium/short length suits.

Often the "defaults" say "1+honours preferring 2+honours". This is as 1 honour
could be a "frozen suit" and give away a trick. Avoid where possible.

Leading short suits may be because you want to trump the suit later.
Singletons in a trump contract can be good. (Not in NT)
Doubletons are usually too slow to work.

Honour headed sequences:

Suit contracts ask for 2+. After 2 tricks, 8 cards there are only 5 still out and
someone will probably be trumping further tricks.

NoTrump contracts ask for 3+. After 3 tricks, often the opponents will be void in
the suit thus establishing "all the small cards" remaining in your long suit.

Often whether a particular card is a "high spot" or a "low spot" card can only be
determined by viewing all the cards in hand and on the table and by
considering the auction.

Highest priority is usually Partner's suit (whether bid or analysed) and then any
unbid suit.
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O Week 2 Opening Lead ~ Suit Contract

Overarching statements - Suit contract.

Do not underlead an Ace. If you must lead the suit, lead the Ace.

A low spot card promises an honour in that suit. A high spot card denies one.
If leading trumps, ignore the list below and just lead a low one.

When leading Partner's suit, use the list below, not "'Top card' of your holding.

List This is sorted by "priority™.

1 Lead singleton. Allows ruffs of the suit.

3+ Top of an honour headed sequence of 2+.

4+ Fourth highest of longest and strongest to 1+ honour (2+ preferred).
3 Low to 1+ honour (2+ preferred, beware Frozen suit).

4+ Near top (occasionally top) of rubbish (no honours).

3 MUD (Middle Up Down) if no honours.

2 Top of doubleton (except bare AK then lead K).
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O Week 2 Opening Lead ~ NoTrump Contract

Overarching statements - No Trump contract.

You may underlead an Ace. In NT you are trying to establish long suits (your's
or partner's). 3+ rounds are required to do that.

A low spot card promises an honour in that suit. A high spot card denies one.
When leading Partner's suit, use list below, not Top card of your holding.
List This is sorted by "priority™:

4+ Top of an honour headed sequence of 3+ (Hxx eg Kqj))
(or broken Hh_h eg Kq_t; or interior (h_Hx eg k_Ji)
4+ Fourth highest of longest and strongest to 1+ honour (2+ preferred).

Low to 1+ honour (2+ preferred).
MUD (Middle Up Down) if no honours.
4+ Near top (occasionally top) of rubbish (no honours).
2 Top of doubleton (except bare AK then lead K).
Singleton. Rarely a good lead in NT.
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Week 2 Opening leads

Bernard Magee has four free covid seminars about Opening leads.
Each seminar is about 20 minutes, starting a few minutes in.

They are:

. BMOS~003_OpeningLeads-Part1(Level)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEBVN_tsNGO

. BMOS~004_OpeninglLeads-Part2(Suit)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7MuF67nFIw

. BMOS~005_OpeninglLeads-Part3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXcjvcE7pjk

. BMOS~006_OpeninglLeads-Part4+FrozenSuits

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45doevBNBPY
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Week 2 Frozen Suits

Frozen suits.

In some suit, if all 4 players have one honour in it, then it turns out that
whichever pair leads that suit first ends up giving one trick away.

Therefore the suit is "frozen" as everyone is striving not to be the first to
lead it.

. BMOS~006_OpeninglLeads-Part4+FrozenSuits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45doevBNBPY
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Week 2 NT Slams

Slams
For a Small No Trump slam, 6N T, you want 33+hcp.
Nominally that is "all 40 hcp except for an AK".

As long as the missing Ace and King are in different suits, you can
reasonably hope to lose to the missing Ace but to beat the missing
King with your Ace.

For a grand No Trump slam, 7NT, you want 37+hcp.
Nominally that is "all 40 hcp except for a K".
You can reasonably hope to beat the missing King with your Ace.

You also have to work out where the cards are and play them in the
right way.
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Week 2 No Trump Contracts after INT

After: If you have: Jointly: Ask / Bid:

INT (12..14) 11Pts 23..25 JPts 2NT (ask game)
.. 12Pts 24..26 JPts
13Pts 25..27 JPts #3NT (bid game)
..18Pts 30..32 JPts
19Pts 31..33 JPts #4ANT (ask small slam)
..20Pts 32..34 JPts —Pass or #6NT
21Pts 33..35 JPts #6NT (bid small slam)
..22P1ts 34..36 JPts
23Pts 35..37 JPts #5NT (ask grand slam)
..24Pts 36..38 JPts —=6NT or #/NT. Not Pass.
25+Pts 37..39 JPts #7NT (bid grand slam)

With the asking bids, the question is are you "maximum" or "not".
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O Week 2 Suited Slams

The key to a suited slam is control of the suits.
For every Ace you are missing, expect to lose (at least) one trick.

You generally need fewer high card points in a suited slam than in a NT
slam, since often small trumps (of no hcp value) will win tricks. 30+hcp
IS quoted as enough to make a small suited slam and occasionally, with
shapely hands, far fewer. Contrast this with the 33hcp needed in NT.

There is one major conventional bid that is used in most suit slam
bidding, Blackwood, an Ace asking convention with several variants:
Basic Blackwood; Keycard Blackwood; Roman Keycard Blackwood.
We are using Keycard Blackwood, 4 Aces & King of Trumps.

Keycard Blackwood (in spades):

ANT Partner, how many keycards do you have?
5C/5D/5H/5S T have 0@4)/1(5)/2/3
eg 5S/6S Either bail out (eg 5S) or bid slam (eg 6S)

You also have to work out where the cards are and play them right.
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O Week 2 Blackwood Usage

Do not use (any variety of) Blackwood if:

* You have a void.
If Partner is missing an Ace is it the useful one where you have a
weak suit or the useless one opposite a void which would allow you
to ruff a trick good anyway?

* You (as a pair) have a weak suit with 2+ easy losers.
You need first or second round control of every suit. A K LO L1.

 You do not have enough Joint Points to make a slam viable.
Usually 30+ JPts.

« Some answer to the question could take you too high?
Before using any Blackwood, determine your response to every
possible reply. Sometimes you will discover that some reply takes
your contract higher than you want, in which case do not use it.

 The trump suit is the one you have both bid naturally, else the suit just
bid by your partner.
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Week 2 Keycard Blackwood

The five keycards are AS AH AD AC and KTrumps.
As responder to 4NT, count your keycards.
If you hold: S:KJT6 H:AQ43 D:QJ4 C:A7

When Spades are trumps, you have KS, AH, AC, so you answer
"3 keycards".

But if Hearts are trumps, you only have AH, AC, and so answer
"2 keycards".

Some responses have two possible meanings. Which one is meant
should be obvious from the context of the auction. If in doubt assume
the smaller quantity and let responder correct if appropriate.

Respond:
5C 0 or 4 keycards
5D 1 (or 5 ~ very rare) keycards

5H 2 keycards
53 3 keycards
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Week 2 Keycard Blackwood

SV

When you use Keycard Blackwood, you have decided what you will
rebid before responder responds.

If, jointly, missing 2+ keycards, bail out.

If, jointly, missing 1 keycard, bid a small slam in the agreed trump suit.
If, jointly, missing NO keycards, investigate a grand slam.

If that is not your plan, then do not use Blackwood in the first place.
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Week 2 Keycard Blackwood Grand Slam
The simplest extension to Keycard Blackwood when wanting to
investigate a Grand Slam with NO missing keycards is to bid 5NT.

Then answer equivalently to 4NT, but for the 3 non-trump Kings and
the Queen of Trumps.

6C 0
6D 1
6H 2
6S 3

Beware of going too high on some responses.

Decide how many of these keycards you need to make a Grand Slam. |
suggest all should be jointly held for a Grand slam.

This may not be the best convention, but it is easy to remember.
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O Week 13 Cue Bids

Once you have decided that a slam is worth investigating, have
determined what suit will be trumps and have control of all the suits,
then you can (should) use Blackwood to decide the final contract.

But if you do not know that you have control of all four suits, you
shouldn't use it YET. Instead you must determine if, as a pair, you have
all four suits controlled. If you do, then use (Keycard) Blackwood; if not
bail out into Game.

Traditional "Cue bids" present "First Round Control" on one round and
"Second Round Control" on subsequent bidding rounds.

However U3AIB is going to use "ltalian Cue Bids", which mostly only
need one round of bidding.
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O Week 13 ltalian Cue Bids

Only use Cue Bids if you "need" to do so, practise disliking them!

Once a suit has been agreed, then a bid of a different suit is "strange".
Why bid it if you have found your fit? Generally this is a Cue Bid, saying
"I have control of this suit".

If either of a pair bids a different suit, they are saying: "l think Game is
on and slam may be possible. However | have a problem with my hand
and need to know if you can fix it. | have control of the suit | have just
bid."

Control means that the bidder cannot lose more than one of the first
two tricks in that suit. He thus has

Ace Can win the first trick in the suit.
King x Can win the second trick in the suit.
Void Can ruff the first trick in the suit

(but cannot use Keycard Blackwood).
Singleton Can ruff the second trick in the suit.
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O Week 13 ltalian Cue Bids

If you don't have control of the next suit up, skip it and tell your partner
what you do have control of. |f you have no more controlled suits, bail
out into the agreed trump suit. Mostly the trump suit "owner" bids 4NT.

Partner recognises that "skip" and his next Cue bid says "I have control
of the suit | am bidding, and | have control of the one you skipped.”

Eg 1H (-) #3H (-) Agree H as trumps.

3S () 3S shows S control.
4D () 4D shows D control, but not C control.
ANT Blackwood, Opener now "happy", he

must have C control and have
been missing D control.

Eg 1H (-) #3H (-) Agree H as trumps.

4C (-) 4C shows C control. Denies S control.
4D () 4D shows D control and S control.
ANT Blackwood, Opener now "happy".

With D control but no S control, responder would bid 4H, not 4D.
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Week 2 Play

Play Play as if "Duplicate Pairs".

{NS} have the pair number of their table, {N} has his back to the stage.
{EW} have the pair number of their table plus 8.

Play boards in sequence. Have an incoming pile and an outgoing pile.
Pass outgoing to next lower numbered table — Table 1 to highest table.

Some boards have instructions on card. The appropriate people should
read each card at the time it says and follow its instructions.

If you play a board twice, record the second play on the traveller using
your pair numbers PLUS TEN (eg 1 v 9 becomes 11 v 19)

If you wish to fill in a personal results card, they are available. They are
commonly used at duplicate clubs.

Don't forget to describe partner's bids and plays to the table.
Any questions? Tea / coffee & biscuit. (25p) PLAY
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The end

Week 2 set hand
references follow.
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Week 24 Set hands

Set hand sources and abbreviations

PCB EBU: Practice Continuing Bridge

BSAXxxx Bernard Magee: Bridge Seminar Archive xxx

EHxxxx Bernard Magee: Easier Hand #xxxx

Dlr Dealer (NESW).

Vul Vulnerability (None NS EW All).

Rotn Rotation Defined by one card, usually As.
Mostly different to source publication.

Dcl Declarer (NESW)

OL Opening Lead

Trk Tricks (0..13)

NS# EW# Score for NS or EW

NS% EW% Percentage of NS and EW

Ref Reference result (Sometimes there may be more than one)

Blue results as played.
Red results are reference results.
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Week 24 Set hands

5 N NS Derived from set hand #6 As=N
NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%

1 9 O6NT= N 8D 12 1440 - 33 67

4 12 incomplete 0 0 100

Refa 7NT= N10D 13 2220 - 100 0

Refb O6NT+1 N10D 13 1470 - 67 33

4v12 was incomplete, so | have awarded a score of 0 to both pairs.
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Week 24 Set hands

6 E EW PCB~S5#1 As=E
NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%

1 9  3NT but incomplete 0 100 0

2 10 6NT-3 W 10D9 300 - 50 50

Ref 6NT= E 10D 12 - 1440 0 100

1v9 was incomplete, so | have awarded a score of 0 to both pairs.
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Week 24 Set hands

7 S Al BSA128 sh#3 Aa=S
NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%

2 10 4S= N KC 10 620 - 75 25

3 11 3S+1 S 8C 10 170 - 0 100

Ref 4S= S 9SS 10 620 - 75 25

Note that in the percentage columns, each column adds up to the
number of rows *50% (150% here), and each row adds up to 100%.
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Week 24 Set hands

8 W None BSA128 sh#5 As=FE
NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%

3 11 2NT+1 E 7H9 - 150 0 100

4 12 2NT-2 W ?2C6 100 - 100 0

Ref 2S= W 5C8 - 110 50 50

| wondered how we could have NT played by {E} at table 3 and {W} at
table 4. These are just guesses, but how about:

Table 3: W N E S
1S P INTP
2NTP P P
Table 4: W NE S
1S P 2S P

ONTP P P
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Week 24 Set hands

9 N EW EH0064 Aa=N
NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%

4 12 3H+2 N ?S 11 200 - 0 100

Ref 4H+1 N 4D 11 450 - 100 0

The Reference is a variation since it did NOT use BENJI.
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HoVao

The very end




