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This week we are looking at Transfers.

A Transfer is a conventional bid that asks your partner to bid the next 
ranked suit up. Generally partner just bids that suit without regard to 
the cards he holds.

A Transfer is useful when you want to play in a particular suit but you 
want your partner to be Declarer.

Most Transfers are for Major suits and are called "Red Suit Transfers", 
meaning the Transferer bids D or H. His partner, Opener, then bids H
or S as appropriate; the Major suits.

There are Transfers for Minor suits, but they are used less frequently, 
since mostly Minor suited hands are striving to play in NT.



♣♦♥♠ ♣♦♥♠

Week 3 Transfers

U3A Intermediate Bridge 2025-26

At the moment, we use Weak Take Outs (WTOs), which are a standard 
part of "Basic Acol" and are included in the EBU's (English Bridge 
Union) Beginner's System Document.

Transfers replace WTOs, providing that function and several others.

Many experts suggest that it would be better to skip WTOs and just 
start with Transfers.

During lockdown, Bernard Magee offered free YouTube online bridge 
seminars. 20 minutes of one video introduces Transfers
BMOS~034_ResponsesTo1NT-Part1(Transfers1)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGRUURn7h9s

Please watch that video.
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Autumn Tournament: November 21

I plan to make the second November session a little different and run a 
tournament with freely dealt boards.

In the 2 hours we have available, it will probably be around 10 boards 
played. Everything will be organised as a normal Duplicate Pairs event.

So {N} will manage the tables and score the results on a single 
traveller, which {E} will check. And pairs and boards will move tables.

I will do the scoring before we leave the hall (it takes around 15 
minutes to do), and I'll have a couple of small kid's party trophies for 
the winning pair.

Please find a partner. Then find a second pair to form a "table".
Please let me know as soon as possible who is with whom.

If necessary, I will seek extra players to make up the numbers.

So start organising yourselves now - maybe over coffee.
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Play Play as if "Duplicate Pairs".

{NS} have the pair number of their table, {N} has his back to the stage.
{EW} have the pair number of their table plus 8.

Play boards in sequence. Have an incoming pile and an outgoing 
pile. Pass outgoing to next lower numbered table – Table 1 to 
highest table.

Some boards have instructions on card. The appropriate people should 
read each card at the time it says and follow its instructions.

If you play a board twice, record the second play on the traveller using 
your pair numbers PLUS TEN (eg 1 v 9 becomes 11 v 19).

If you wish to fill in a personal results card, they are available. They are 

commonly used at duplicate clubs.

Don't forget to describe partner's bids and plays to the table.

Any questions? Tea / coffee & biscuit. (25p) PLAY
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Set hand sources and abbreviations

AR~BL:S&T Andrew Robson ~ Bridge Lessons : Stayman and Transfers

Shere yyyymmdd Shere Thursday online bridge group

EH#xxxx Bernard Magee ~ Easier Hand #xxxx

SGB Steve Bailey

HBSet20 www.bridgewebs.com/halifax/HBSET20.pdf

Dlr Dealer (NESW).

Vul Vulnerability (None NS EW All).

Rotn Rotation Defined by one card, usually A♠.

Mostly different to source publication.

Dcl Declarer (NESW)

OL Opening Lead

Trk Tricks (0..13)

NS# EW# Score for NS or EW

NS% EW% Percentage of NS and EW

Ref Reference result (Sometimes there may be more than one)

Blue results as played.

Red results are reference results.
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1 N None AR~BL~S&T#T1 A♠=N

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 2H+1 N 3C 9 140 - 67% 33%
2 10 2H+1 N QC 9 140 - 67% 33%
4 12 2H+1 N ?C 9 140 - 67% 33%
Ref 2H= N 3C 8 110 - 0% 100%

I guess the defenders did something wrong to allow the overtrick which 
AR doesn't have in his book.



♣♦♥♠ ♣♦♥♠

Week 34 Set hands

U3A Intermediate Bridge 2023-24

2 E NS Shere 20240718#03 A♠=W

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 2H+1 W 5C 9 - 140 50% 50%
2 10 2H+1 W QS 9 - 140 50% 50%
4 12 3H-1 W QS 8 50 - 100% 0%
Ref a 2H+2 W QS 10 - 170 0% 100%
Ref b 2H+1 W QS 9 - 140 50% 50%

Ref a & Ref b are determined by which discards by defenders.
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3 S EW EH#0060 A♠=S

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 2S-1 S 9D 7 - 50 17% 83%
2 10 2S= S QH 8 110 - 83% 17%
3 11 2S-1 S QH 7 - 50 17% 83%
Ref 2S= S   JD/QH 8 110 - 83% 17%

The reference leads JD (top of sequence of 3 D:JT9), I would lead QH 
(top of broken sequence of 3 H:QJ_9xx from a longer suit). Result 
when played seems the same to me.
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4 W All SGB20250714a A♠=E

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 3NT+1 W 2C 10 - 630 33% 67%
3 11 6S-1 W 7D 11 100 - 100% 0%
4 12 4S= W 3H 10 - 620 67% 33%
Ref 6D+1 E 6H 13 - 1390 0% 100%

It is interesting that the one table that bid a slam bid the incorrect suit.

We will review this hand at a later date.
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5 N NS HBSet20#9var A♠=N

The variation is the reference auction differs.

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 4S= N JC 10 620 - 67% 33%
3 11 4S= N QH 10 620 - 67% 33%
4 12 4S-1 N ?C 9 - 100 0% 100%
Ref 4S= N KH 10 620 - 67% 33%
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6 E EW HBSet20#20var A♠=N

The variations is 9S�10S.

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 3NT-3 E 6S 6 300 - 100% 0%
4 12 2H= E ?S 8 - 110 50% 50%
Ref 3H= E QS 9 - 140 0% 100%
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