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This week we are looking at more on Transfers.

During lockdown, Bernard Magee offered free YouTube online bridge 
seminars. 20 minutes of one video provides more about Transfers
BMOS~035_ResponsesTo1NT-Part2(Transfers2)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69TFkXHeZKg

This week's presentation is a summary of that seminar.
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What follows is "beyond" the seminar summarised.

QUESTION 1: Why do we want to do transfers to a Minor Suit?

QUESTION 2: Why do we want to be in a Minor Suit contract?

Answer 2a: We don't normally. We would much rather be in a NT 
contract.

Answer 2b: However when very weak, a Weak Take Out (a Part Score) 
in a Minor Suit may go down less than 1NT.

Answer 2c: Sometimes the hands are strong enough to bid a Slam 
contract. Unless "everyone" will be in a Slam contract ~ when a NT 
Slam will beat a Minor Suit Slam ~ a Minor Suit Slam is "ok".

So …

Answer 1a: When weak as a Weak Take Out.

Answer 1b: When investigating a Minor Suit Slam (rare).
In other words, Transfers to a Minor Suit are not common.
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2C Stayman ~ promises 1+L4Major, asks for L4+Major.

2D Transfer ~ L5+H } Partner announces "Hearts"
} Red Suit Transfers to Majors

2H Transfer ~ L5+S } Partner announces "Spades"

2S Transfer to Minor(s)

2NT Natural and invitational (11Pts)

3~level Natural and Strong (Slam invite)

If Responder knows a Slam is possible, he can just make a 3~level bid.
Such a bid is forcing to game, not necessarily 4Major or 5Minor, but 
maybe 3NT.

So, mostly (but not always), transfers to a minor suit are for a
Weak Take Out.

Re-recap:
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There are many different ways of using a 2S response to an Opening 
1NT. Not all are Transfers.

EG: some use the 2S and 2NT responses to show a balanced hand 
with 11Pts (2S) or 12Pts (2NT). I think - not checked.

There are also several schemes for using the 2S response for Minor 
Suit Transfers.

I present two here; both require a L6+MinorSuit or enough strength to 
justify a 3~level minor bid. They must be explicitly agreed with partner.
Both leave 2NT available as a Natural and Invitational bid.

Revised:
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Scheme A) This turns out to NOT be a Transfer at all.
However it integrates well with Red Suit Transfers.

Responder bids 2S!, Alerted and described as
"Weak hand with a minor".

Opener bids the next bid up, 2NT, 'without looking at his cards'.
Responder bids 3C or 3D depending upon the minor held.
(Opener then passes.)

This means Responder is Declarer and the stronger 
1NT hand is Dummy.

So we have 
1NT 2C 2D/H/S … Stayman
1NT 2D 2H … Transfer to Hearts
1NT 2H 2S … Transfer to Spades
1NT 2S 2NT 3C/D … Weak with minor, not forcing.
1NT 2NT … Invite. 11..12Pts balanced.

Revised:
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Scheme B)

Each suit response is a transfer to the next suit up. However one of 
them is somewhat tortuous.

The transfers to the majors end at the 2 level and need an L5+target.
The transfers to the minors end at the 3 level and need an L6+target.

continues…

Revised:
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Scheme B) …continued

For the minors, Responder bids:
Either

2S! (Alert "Transfer to Clubs"). Opener rebids 3C, non-forcing.
Or

2C! (Announced as "Stayman). Opener responds 2D/2H/2S.
Responder IGNORES the response and bids 3C (Alert
"Transfer to Diamonds"). Opener bids 3D, non-forcing.

Opener is Declarer.

So we have 
1NT 2C 2D/H/S … Stayman (Responder not 3C)
1NT 2C 2D/H/S 3C 3D Transfer to Diamonds
1NT 2D 2H … Transfer to Hearts
1NT 2H 2S … Transfer to Spades
1NT 2S 3C … Transfer to Clubs
1NT 2NT … Invite. 11..12Pts balanced.

Revised:
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Apart from after an Opening 1NT, transfers can also be used after:

Overcalling 1NT after 1~level opening bid

Opening 2NT

2NT rebid after strong artificial two opening bid
(eg (Acol) 2C (-) 2D (-) / 2NT (-) Transfer )

A natural overcalling 2NT after opponent's opening bid
(Many play 2NT here as a convention.)

After a 2NT bid, the transfers are "3D"�3H, "3H"�3S. The minor suit 
transfers are not used.

We may look at these another week.

Remember that an intervention turns conventions (Stayman and 
Transfers) off.



♣♦♥♠ ♣♦♥♠

Week 4 Over Opening 2NT

U3A Intermediate Bridge 2025-26

Over #2NT, with an L5+Major ~ If responder has:

0..3Pts No L5+Major Pass
With L5+Major Transfer 3D�3H�Pass/3H�3S�Pass

4+Pts No L4+Major 3NT
With L4Major 3C [Stayman] Replies 3D/3H/3S�…
With L5+Major Transfer 3D�3H�…/3H�3S�…

If you have L5MajorA and L4MajorB. You can use either the Transfer 
or Stayman. Not going into details today.

I want to write as below, but experts appear to recommend the above.

0..4Pts No L5+Major Pass
With L5+Major Transfer 3D�3H�Pass/3H�3S�Pass

5+Pts No L4+Major 3NT
With L4Major 3C [Stayman] Replies 3D/3H/3S�…
With L5+Major Transfer 3D�3H�…/3H�3S�…
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Autumn Tournament: November 21

I plan to make the second November session a little different and run a 
tournament with freely dealt boards.

In the 2 hours we have available, it will probably be around 10 boards 
played. Everything will be organised as a normal Duplicate Pairs event.

So {N} will manage the tables and score the results on a single 
traveller, which {E} will check. And pairs and boards will move tables.

I will do the scoring before we leave the hall (it takes around 15 
minutes to do), and I'll have a couple of small kid's party trophies for 
the winning pair.

Please find a partner. Then find a second pair to form a "table".
Please let me know as soon as possible who is with whom.

If necessary, I will seek extra players to make up the numbers.

So start organising yourselves now - maybe over coffee.

♣♦♥♠ ♣♦♥♠

Week 4 Autumn tournament
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Play Play as if "Duplicate Pairs".

{NS} have the pair number of their table, {N} has his back to the stage.
{EW} have the pair number of their table plus 8.

Play boards in sequence. Have an incoming pile and an outgoing 
pile. Pass outgoing to next lower numbered table – Table 1 to 
highest table.

Some boards have instructions on card. The appropriate people should 
read each card at the time it says and follow its instructions.

If you play a board twice, record the second play on the traveller using 
your pair numbers PLUS TEN (eg 1 v 9 becomes 11 v 19).

If you wish to fill in a personal results card, they are available. They are 
commonly used at duplicate clubs.

Don't forget to describe partner's bids and plays to the table.

Any questions? Tea / coffee & biscuit. (25p) PLAY
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Set hand sources

AR~BL~S&T Andrew Robson~ Bridge Lessons~ Stayman and Transfers

FLA094 Bernard Magee: Friday Live Archive 094 (hand ref by video time)

EBU:STA1NT English Bridge Union: Slam Tries After 1NT
https://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/education-and-teaching/sandra-landy-articles/jun06-Slam-tries-after-partner-opens-1NT.pdf

BMDVD10 Bernard Magee DVD #10 "Responding to 1NT"

Hands 16 & 15 are from BMDVD10 and are very similar to each other.

Hand 16 is (should be) played by Responder and is sequenced as if board 14.

Responder is weak.

Hand 15 is (should be) played by Opener. Responder is strong.

The difference between the two deals is three high cards (KS AH KC) in board 

15's responder became lower (9S 8H 7H) in board 16's responder. Opener was 

identical. The opposition were also unchanged except for the swap of the 3 

pairs of cards.
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Set hand abbreviations

Dlr Dealer (NESW).

Vul Vulnerability (None NS EW All).

Rotn Rotation Defined by one card, usually A♠.

Mostly different to source publication.

Dcl Declarer (NESW)

OL Opening Lead

Trk Tricks (0..13)

NS# EW# Score for NS or EW

NS% EW% Percentage of NS and EW

Ref Reference result (Sometimes there may be more than one)

Blue results as played.

Red results are reference results.
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8 W None AR~BL:S&T#T6 A♠=W

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 2S+1 W JC 9 - 140 100% 0%
3 11 2S+2 W 7D 10 - 170 50% 50%
Ref 4S= W JC 10 - 420 0% 100%
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9 N EW FLA094@15:50 +Deal A♠=N

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 4H= N QS 10 420 - 0% 100%
Ref 4H+1 N QS 11 450 - 100% 0%

{NS} was from the video, {EW} was dealt.
{W} S:K754 H:94 D:J95 C:QT85 {E} S:QJT6 H:A83 D:T74 C:732
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10 E All AR~BL:S&T#T4 A♠=E

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 3H-2 E 5D 7 200 - 100% 0%
5 13 Bid but not played - -
Ref 3H= E 10D 9 - 140 0% 100%
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11 S None AR~BL:S&T#T10 var A♠=S

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 3D-1 N AC 8 - 50 67% 33%
2 10 3D-2 N 6C 7 - 100 33% 67%
4 12 1NT-3 S 9H 4 - 150 0% 100%
Ref 3D= S KH 9 110 - 100% 0%

The variation is in the auction, resulting in a different Declarer.
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12 W NS FLA094@18:08 +Deal var A♠=W

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
3 11 5H= W 9D 11 - 450 83% 17%
4 12 4Sx-2 S 2H 8 - 500 0% 100%
5 13 4H+1 W 9D 11 - 450 83% 17%
Ref 4H+2 W QS 12 - 480 33% 67%

{EW} was from the video, {NS} was dealt.
{N} S:QJT4 H:AT8 D:9 C:T6532
{S} S:K76532 H:- D:QT7654 C:9

The variation was in the auction which used Benji in the video.
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13 N All EBU:STA1NT#5 +Deal A♠=S

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 6NT= N 5D 12 1440 - 67% 33%
3 11 6NT= N 7D 12 1440 - 67% 33%
4 12 3NT+2 S 4C 11 660 - 0% 100%
Ref 6NT= N 5D 12 1440 - 67% 33%

{NS} was from the article, {EW} was dealt.
{W} S:975 H:T86 D:43 C:A9864 {E} S:T43 H:J953 D:JT752 C:7
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16 W EW BMDVD10~RNT#40 +Deal K♥=E

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 2S= W AC 8 - 110 17% 83%
3 11 2S-3 W 7D 5 300 - 100% 0%
4 12 2S-1 E 2C 7 100 - 67% 33%
Ref 2S= E KD 8 - 110 17% 83%

{EW} was from the video, {NS} was dealt.
{N} S:J85 H:A96 D:765 C:AK85
{S} S:K4 H:QT53 D:KQT2 C:J42
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15 S NS BMDVD10~RNT#39 +Deal K♥=N

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 4S= S 5C 10 620 - 33% 67%
4 12 3NT= S 5C 9 630 - 67% 33%
5 13 1S+5 N 10H 12 230 - 0% 100%
Ref 4S+1 S 5S 11 650 - 100% 0%

{NS} was from the video, {EW} was dealt.
{W} S:J85 H:986 D:765 C:A875 {E} S:94 H:QT53 D:KQT2 C:J42
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